ST. JOHN FISHER CHURCH AND SCHOOL
Financial reports are like photographs: they capture a moment in time—in this case, twelve months—but they are really part of a bigger picture. This year’s Parish Annual Financial Report presents what could be considered a gloomy snapshot if the bigger picture isn’t considered. That bigger picture includes a community of believers doing their best to live their faith and support their parish while attempting to navigate one of the toughest financial climates in decades. The bigger picture also includes the first four months of our current fiscal year which have seen Church income rise by more than $20,000.00 over the same period last year. Thank you for being part of that bigger picture. 

If you have questions concerning this report, feel free to ask me, Sr. Jean, our Business Manager, Emmett Williamson, or any of the members of the Finance Council: Patrick Brandt, Dan Mahoney, John Rooney, Laura Shallow or Mary Kay Strahlman. Together, we’ll do our best to help make our parish picture brighter in the years ahead.

Fr. Bob 

A wise spiritual director once told me that you can judge a person’s priorities by looking at her calendar and her checkbook.  As I reviewed these numbers, I am again deeply grateful for the top priority status so many in this parish and school community give to Catholic Education.  

 I believe that Catholic Education is an INVESTMENT in the future of each individual student, in our community, and in our church.   Dividends include the good news that St. John Fisher graduates continue to do extremely well in high school and beyond.   Many are ranked in the top ten at their local high schools. Recent and very exciting volleyball playoffs between McAuley and Marist paired former Falcons on both teams.  We currently have graduates at Notre Dame, Villa Nova, The University of Illinois, The University of Chicago and other prestigious colleges around the country.  

Quality Catholic Education is costly.   In tight economic times when some are out of work or taking involuntary furlough days, we are aware of the sacrifices many are making to send their children to St. John Fisher.  In addition to tuition, I am grateful for their participation in various fund raisers and for their selfless service as volunteers, coaches, tutors, and chaperones.   I am also very grateful for the generous support of the parish community who through Sunday donations and support of various parish events has helped us meet budget goals.   As the numbers indicate, thanks to last year’s mild winter and lower utility costs plus the success of several fund raisers and a generous subsidy from the parish, we actually performed at about $20,000 below budget last year. 

We opened our doors in August with more than seven hundred eager scholars and with a “bare bones” but balanced budget that includes no parish subsidy.   Thank you for your continued strong commitment to Catholic education.   We promise to be wise stewards of the great treasure that we share, the future of our children.

Sister Jean
